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As a result of camplaints from sea-going personnel of the Polish Merchant Marine
about thefts of personsl effects from thelr cabins during the security searches
by the Military Border Guard (WOP), the searches were modified in mid-Jenuary.

The ship is now searched simulteneously by two teams, one of which checks the crew

- and searches the cebins, while the other searches the remaining parts of the ship.

When the ship is to leave port, and the workers have left and the vessel is reported
t0 be ready to put to sea, the crew is obliged to go to their cabins and wait for
the security check. The check is conducted by an officer sccompanied by cne or

two soldlers. The officer is handed the seamen's book by each member of the crew
and camperes it with the crew list, Meanwhile, the cebin is searched by the
soldiers. When the search is coampleted, the owner of the cabin is obliged to
remain in it until he hears the signal anncuncing the completion of the search on -
the ship,

When the ship arrives at the port the procedure is similar, with the exception that
each member of the crew is handed his seaman's book by the officer, who obtains

it from the ship's captain. The offlcer then frequently instructs the customs
officiel accampanying him to carry out a personal search, It is the task of the
customs official only.to fulfill customs procedure in the event when the WOP
ofﬂdgor draws his attention to objects which in the officer's opinion are liable

This new system prevents thefts by WOP soldie It is re-
ported that Polish ships are searched
much more thoroughly than ships sailing to and fram Continental porta, 25X1
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